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~ Labset up at butterfly park -
for rearing different species

»Continued fromP1

shok Kumar, alab assi- E
stant at the BRC, said:

: “In a bid to attract de-
: voteesand tourists, the Gaya
: Forest Division has also es-
: tablished a laboratory at the
park for the rearing of diffe-
rent species.”

“The park has a well-ma

naged habitat for adult and

: early-stage butterflies. An
: open-air interpretation
centre, spreading awareness
: about them, is also functio-
: nal at the park. Interactive
: information boards contai-
: ning content on butterfly di-
versity in Bodh Gaya and the
ecological importanceof the
creatures are on display in
the park to create awareness
among tourists,” hesaid.
: Another lab assistant, Ji-
tendra Kumar, said, “As ma-
: nyas92speciesof butterflies
: have been identified at the

centre. Rearing of atleast 35

Over 92 species of butterflies
have been identified at the centre

species is being done at the
lab, which includes Striped
Albatross, Lemon Pansy,

Plain Tiger, Yellow Pansy,

Large Dark Oakblue, and

.others.” -
Earlier, birds were relea-

sed inthe liferelease’ ritual,

- butthis has been replacedby

the sustainable practice of
freeing the winged insects.

- “An adult butterfly is gi-
ven to the devotees who can’t
bring these delicate creatu-
res from abroad for the ‘life
release’ ritual. This has mi-
nimised the illegal practice
of releasing caged birds,

which were captured again"
by the poachers,” hesaid, ad»
ding that Lord Buddha too'
had recognised the ‘Com-:
mon Crow,’ a species of but-:
terfly that completes its life
cycle on the Bodhi tree, feq- i
dingonits seeds. : *“
A traveller from the Net
herlands, Egor, who was fo-'
und releasing a butterfly at.
the park on Wednesday; sal,d* |
“Butterflies are a very beau=
tiful creation of nature.I1ha-.
ve released a butterfly fm
happiness and peace.”
.~ Bodh Gaya Temple MﬁJ

'hagement Committee melﬂa

ber and Buddhist scholar Ki-
ran Lama said, “The pracfi
ce of ‘life release’ is an ex-
pression of compassml’;, i
reminding us of our s
responsibility to protect alI
forms of life. This involves |
saving animals that are desa!
tined for slaughter or capti-
vity and releasing them inta.
theirnatural habitat.”
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